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ANNOUNCING NEW GAP MINISTRIES

SUPPORT OUR MISSION 
We are deeply grateful for 
your support of Love INC in 
Sheboygan County.  Without your 
contributions of time, talent and 
treasure we would not be able to 
express Christ’s love in this very unique ministry. 

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS PRINTING SPONSOR

To DONATE GO TO www.loveincsheboygancounty.org or 
use the enclosed envelope. Contact your bank to set-up 
monthly distribution to our Ministry.  We are a 501c3 
organization, and your donations are tax-deductible. 

Host a Fundraiser, declutter your home and have a garage sale with proceeds 
to Love INC.

Register at www. Smile.Amazon.com and 
choose Love INC Sheboygan County as your 
charitable organization. We receive 0.5% of 
ALL purchases at no additional cost to you! 

Direct your Thrivent Donor Choice Dollars 
to Love INC Sheboygan County. 
Create a Thrivent Action Team and receive 
a $250 contribution to spearhead a fundraiser 
for Love INC. Go to www.Thrivent.com and 
click on “Making A Di� erence.”  

Participate in your employer’s Matching Gift Program to support your 
donation of time and/or cash – guidelines for companies vary.  

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

KATIE INTRODUCES NEW VOLUNTEER MINISTRY COORDINATOR

For More Information Call Katie 
or go to www.loveincsheboygancounty.org

Being con� dent of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
~ Philippians 1:6 ~

OUR PASTORAL LEADERSHIP

By Jeff  Pederson

As a key player in the formation of Love INC (In 
the Name of Christ) of Sheboygan County and 
now a vital member of its leadership team, 
First Reformed Church Pastor Brad Veenendaal is 
thankful for the impact Love INC has made in the 
local community during its initial year of service. 

“It started with a conversation with Mark Janzen 
several years ago,” Veenendaal said. “As we saw 
the impact of the recession in our area, I mentioned Love INC because I was 
aware of colleagues at churches in other communities that had partnered with 
a Love INC a�  liate.

“God took it from there and ran with it, working through Mark to initiate the 
process of starting Love INC in Sheboygan County,” he said. “After Love INC 
launched in 2015, our Church became an o�  cial partner.”

Veenendaal, who has served as the Pastor at First Reformed Church in Sheboygan 
Falls for the past 10 and a half years, recently took part in the Love INC Pastor 
Luncheon in March. “I’m excited for what God has in store for our communities 

and our partner Churches because 
of how God is at work through 
Love INC,” Veenendaal said.  

Veenendaal and his fellow 
Love INC Board members are 
formalizing plans for the 
upcoming “Art of Neighboring” 
event, which will take place this 

fall. The event is anticipated to be one of the highlights of the year for Love INC, 
consistent with what we hear from civic leaders and church leaders regarding 
the importance of restored Neighbors.”

In just over one year as a partner Church, Veenendaal says Love INC has made a 
positive di� erence at First Reformed Church.  “It has helped us expand our vision  
to be more kingdom-minded and community-focused,” Veenendaal said. “It has 
provided new opportunities for people to serve the Lord and others, and to grow 
in their faith. It has helped us imagine what it looks like to ful� ll the prayer of 
Jesus in John 17, that the world would see and believe as they see the unity and 
love of His people.”

Board Member Pastor Brad Veenendaal and Pastor Advisory Chair 
with other Clergy leaders at a recent Pastors luncheon.

THE PASTOR LUNCHEON IS ESSENTIAL, 
BECAUSE IT IS CENTRAL TO OUR 
MISSION AND VISION TO MOBILIZE 
LOCAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES TO 
TRANSFORM LIVES AND COMMUNITIES 
THROUGH RELATIONSHIPS IN THE 
NAME OF CHRIST.

“

“

“WE’RE ESPECIALLY EXCITED ABOUT THE 
POSSIBILITY OF HAVING DAVE RUNYON,
ONE OF THE CO-AUTHORS OF THE BOOK,
“THE ART OF NEIGHBORING,” TAKE PART 
AS A PRESENTER AND FACILITATOR FOR 
THE EVENT WITH A SPECIAL SESSION 
FOR AREA PASTORS. “

Upcoming Events . . . Stay tuned for “Art of Neighboring” in September  
CHECK WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION!
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Katie Popp, Executive Director, welcomes Jenna Maschino as Volunteer 
Ministry Coordinator for Love INC.  Jenna is passionate about the mission 
and focus of her role in recruiting, training, and leading the Volunteer 
e� orts across the organization.  She has a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology 
and Communication, and is experienced in mobilizing teams.

HOME REPAIR MINISTRY 
Gary Kolste, Hingham Reformed Church GAP 
Coordinator of the Home Repair Ministry Team. 
The Ministry provides Neighbors with a much 
needed resource to handle minor repairs, often 
required due to code violations or the physical 
limitations of individuals.  The home owner 

is required to pay for the materials, with labor provided by the Ministry 
Volunteers.  Love INC coordinates with Lakeshore Habitat for Humanity 
and other programs to maximize all resources.

COOKING MINISTRY 
Paul Aparicio, Grace Episcopal Church GAP 
Coordinator spearheaded the launch of 
The Guild of Martha and Mary Cooking 
Ministry.  The Ministry Team is responding to 
a need identi� ed through the Clearinghouse 
intake process, and will o� er monthly 
cooking lessons where Neighbors can expand their horizons in regard to 
purchasing, preparing, cooking, storing, and nutrition of food with new 
information and practices.  

IS YOUR Church a Love INC Partner?  
Help us reach our Goal of 50 Christian Church Partners, 

Up from 37 

Other Ways to Support Us

In-Kind Donations

Consider gifts of o�  ce supplies, bottled water and snacks for our Volunteers.

*Not shown
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Intake Specialists
  Do you have a compassionate heart?
  Can you listen without judgement to a Neighbor’s situation?
  Can you take notes while listening?

Clerical Support & Phones
Provide administrative support to the sta�  by answering 
phone calls. Experience working in Excel, data entry, 
proof-reading, and creating business letters.

Bill Horsch, Board Member & 
Communications Chair with 
wife Laurie, delivered cookies 
to partner Churches and major 
Donors in celebration of the � rst 
anniversary of Love INC Sheboygan 
County Clearinghouse operation.

A 58-year-old woman is referred to the Clearinghouse 
for assistance. She had just had a double knee 
replacement and is struggling � nancially as a result. 
She presented the need of paying for her prescriptions 
and help getting to a food pantry. Her disabled son 
is living with her and currently paying all of the bills 
while she is o�  work. She has applied for food stamps, but is not yet receiving 
them.  She has no income until returning to work - for which she has not been 
cleared by her Doctor.  In addition, she has Diabetes and is out of test strips and 
unable to purchase.  The resources she was referred to during this transition 
period include Badgercare for health coverage until she can pay her premium 
for the A� ordable Health Care plan; the Prescription Ministry for test strips; and, 
the food pantries in our area. We prayed together for the strength of her family 
in supporting her and the resolution to her situation by her follow-through on 
referrals and God’s grace.

LOVE BUCKET 
GAP MINISTRY

When a Neighbor-In-Need 
moves into a new home, 
we want them to have the 
basic tools necessary to  
maintain their living space. 
Each bucket is equipped 
with toilet paper, dish 
detergent, broom and dust pan, hot pads and oven mitt, sponges and dish 
scrubbers, dish towels and cloths and various other new items contributed 
by our Church members at St. Luke United Methodist. These are things that 
Neighbors would not be able to purchase with their food share cards - 
a valuable resource. 

As we mature, our Ministry does also – in 2016, we are focused on 
building the Gap Ministry Program from the seven ministries initiated 
during our � rst year, to a dozen by the end of this year. A Gap Ministry 
is an outreach that � lls an unmet need or “gap” in community services 
for people in need. Gap Ministries are not currently or su�  ciently being 
met by Churches, agencies, government or other entities. Each GAP 
Ministry is focused on a particular need; and, these resources are 
provided – services (such as transportation, budget counseling, 
haircuts, home repair, etc.) OR products (food, personal care 
items, clothes, furniture, medical equipment, baby supplies, 
etc.). The community problem solving we are involved in at this time 
focuses on housing, mental health, human tra�  cking, addiction, and 
employment – deeper seeded issues compared to gaps � lled during 
our � rst year of Clearinghouse operation. This closing of resource gaps is 
critical as we begin to move into the area of “Mentoring” – initially, for 
those who need more short term (6-9 months) connections. We launched 
our � rst “Walking With” mentoring initiative with training from Cadre 
Ministries in early May moving us closer to Transformational Ministry 
programming in 2017.  (For more information regarding 
Mentoring training, or Gap Ministries - go to 
www.loveincsheboygancounty.org or call Katie.)

LIVE YOUR FAITH

Love INC brings resources together to 
meet needs, identify and fi ll gaps, and 
unify the body of Christ – lifting up all! 

Judi Facinelli, Card Ministry 
Coordinator makes beautiful 
keepsakes for our Volunteers 
and Neighbors.

   A spirit of unity, bringing local churches 
together to coordinate their resources 
of talents, skills, expertise, prayer, and 
donated items.

   An opportunity to ignite the spark of 
discipleship with their Parishioners – 
giving them a direction to change 
lives by using their gifts and talents 
in ministry opportunities.

   A central Clearinghouse to receive, screen, clarify and 
analyze needs, as well as to understand the challenges 
and histories of our Neighbors – 

       Coordinating services to meet the immediate and 
long term needs of those who are caught in a cycle 
of hopelessness. 

       Ensuring good stewardship of the gifts provided by our 
Church ministries and social services in the community.

   Access to information regarding 
all community resources.

   Life-changing opportunities 
by providing our neighbors the 
gift of accountability – with 
our focus on the person, not 
the circumstances!

CLEARINGHOUSE - 
THE HEART OF LOVE INC
The Clearinghouse provides a connection to 
our Neighbors as we work together to identify 
the root cause of their circumstances, and 
help to prayerfully inspire the possibility of a 
di� erent kind of life – empowering them to 
take the steps necessary to move toward self-
su�  ciency.  These situations are complex – we 
understand that identi� cation of the issues, 
(including resource gaps); communication 
with a wide range of ministry/service 
providers to respond to these needs; and, the 
step-by-step process of building relationship 
with our Neighbors supports them in breaking 
the bonds of social isolation and hopelessness 
as a pathway to a new future.  A future in 
which the Neighbor shifts the trajectory of 
their life, and becomes a positive force in our 
communities.  Providing a hand-up, rather 
than a hand-out is our core value, and we 
believe the answer to ending the generational 
poverty plaguing so many of our Neighbors. 

WE PROVIDE TO OUR CHURCH & COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Intake Specialists - 1,674 Hours

Administrative Hours - 1,525 Hours

Supporting GAP Ministries - 765 Hours

Assisting with Special Events - 325 Hours

Countless Hours from Board & Committee Members, 
our Prayer Coordinator & 35 Prayer Warriors 

Volunteer Hours Donated (Jan. - Dec. 2015)  

Church Gap Ministry Leaders include (from left) Matt Arentsen, Katie 
Popp, Mark Baumann, Gary Kolste, Judy Huenink, Barb Smith, Sandy 
Stewart, Jackie Felde, Louise Robson, Paul Aparicio & Shannon Madden.

(From left) Nancy Seefeldt, Sandy Steward, Judy Huenink & Cathy Lanctot of 
Remedy Church & Ministries took part in the distribution of bedding and linens.

(From left) Jackie, Amy,  & Pastor Ric � ll the buckets.

HOUSING NEEDS 
ARE MOUNTING!
Many Neighbors struggle to maintain 
safe and stable housing, often relying 
on short term solutions provided by 
family and friends who may represent 
an at-risk situation, as well as limited 
community emergency housing options. 
Through our Clearinghouse intake 
process - we have identi� ed the need 
for transitional housing for a wide 
range of circumstances including 
families evicted from their homes; and, 
individuals � eeing domestic violence. 
Our community is not equipped to 
respond to these needs at this time. 

UNITED IN PURPOSE

Aaron (far left) and the youth team from Christ Community Church in 
Sheboygan assisted with a project at Sheboygan County Food Bank.

Katie Popp has been recognized 
as a Sheboygan Chamber Young 
Professional, and Linda Cates as 
a Faith Based Volunteer for the 
Spirit of Sheboygan County by 
United Way Volunteer Center. 
(Not shown is Judi Facinelli, 
nominated for a Volunteer 
Center Perservance Award.)   

Nick & Zack Whitford of Grace 
Abounds Ministry from Grace 
Episcopal Church in Sheboygan, 
are supporting Love INC by creating 
an information video to be shared 
with Churches, Volunteers and 
community agencies.

YOUTH MINISTRY IN ACTION 

NOMINATED FOR AWARDS GRACE ABOUNDS 
SUPPORTS OUTREACH

BEDDING & LINEN GAP MINISTRY

LOVE STORY

If you know someone in need of assistance, please call the Clearinghouse 
Open Tues. - Thurs., 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at (920)783-6701

 
1 

Gap Ministries 

   Transformational Ministry 

Comprehensive Transformational 
Ministry  

 
Community Transformational 

Ministry  
 

THANK YOU TO OUR AWESOME VOLUNTEERS!

The Clearinghouse is the foundation 
of the Love INC Ministry

Contact the Volunteer Ministry Coordinator, 
Jenna Maschino for more information. 

Check Volunteer Training Schedule on website.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Jan. - Dec. 2015 Data
(398 Intakes Completed)

NEIGHBOR NEEDS MET

NEIGHBORS REFERRED BY

Other (90) Agency (132)

Church (176)

Baby Items (13)Appliances (2)

Furniture
(28) Counseling

(25)

Legal 
Assistance 
(3)

Household
Items 
(18)

Medical 
(10)

Utilities
(22)

Employment (4) Education (10)

Personal 
Care Items
(4)

Transportation 
(20)

Basic Needs (77)
Clothing, Food, 
Shelter

Home
Repairs
(4)
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